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Australia; former Prime Minister Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) and Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority; former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Lt. Gen. William G.
Boykin, USA, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense
for Intelligence; President Jose Maria Aznar of
Spain; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom; Prime Minister Mahathir bin Moham-
med of Malaysia; and Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi of Italy. A reporter referred to King
Abdullah 11 of Jordan. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Statement on Senate Passage of
Partial-Birth Abortion Legislation

October 22, 2003

I applaud the Senate for joining the House
in passing the ban on partial-birth abortion.
This is very important legislation that will end
an abhorrent practice and continue to build
a culture of life in America. | look forward
to signing it into law.

Statement on the Death of
Don Luis Ferre

October 22, 2003

Don Luis Ferre was a distinguished states-
man and a great American, who dedicated
himself to his family and the economic and
cultural growth of Puerto Rico. As a member
of Puerto Rico’s House of Representatives,
president of the senate, and Governor, he
was an effective advocate for the political em-
powerment of the people of Puerto Rico. He
was widely recognized as a strong leader in
his community. In 1991, he was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom for his years
of distinguished service to America. He was
a good friend of my family, and | valued his
advice and counsel.

Laura joins me in sending our condolences
to the Ferre family and to the people of Puer-
to Rico.
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Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
John Howard of Australia in
Canberra, Australia

October 23, 2003

President Bush. Can't get any better than
that. [Laughter]

Australia-U.S. Free Trade Agreement

Q. Mr. Bush, did you discuss the free trade
agreement? And how are you committed to
keeping agriculture in the free trade agree-
ment if it goes ahead?

President Bush. What I'm committed to
is seeing that we can get this free trade agree-
ment done by the end of December. That’s
what John and | talked about in Crawford.
| think a free trade agreement with Australia
would be good for America, good for Amer-
ican workers. | also believe that it would be
good for Australia.

Prime Minister Howard. Very good.

President Bush. And the commitment we
talked about was to make sure our nego-
tiators push forward with a deal. Obviously,
agriculture is an important issue; intellectual
property is an important issue. There’s a lot
of important issues that we've got to work
through if—and I think we can.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.
American?

President Bush. Yes, Tom.

War on Terror

Q. Mr. President, the Defense Secretary
has written a memorandum saying there have
been mixed results in the war on terror, that
it's going to be a long, hard slog, and no bold
steps have been taken yet. Do you agree with
that characterization?

President Bush. What | agree with is that
the war on terror is going to be tough work,
and it’s going to take a while. And we're mak-
ing great progress. We're dismantling the Al
Qaida network. They hide in hills, in caves,
and you know, they hide in free societies.
And it takes a while to find them, which is
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why John Howard and | talked a lot about
sharing intelligence and finding these killers
before they kill again, people like Hambali,
who was routed out of society. The Aus-
tralians and the Prime Minister were very
helpful, as was our intelligence service. But
the success went to the Thai authority.

Prime Minister Howard. Yes, | met the
general that handcuffed him.

President Bush. Yes, he’s a good fellow.
Anyway, we've got work to do. This is a long
war on terror. And removing Saddam Hus-
sein from power was an important part of
winning the war on terror. Ridding Afghani-
stan of the Taliban was an important part
of winning the war on terror.

I haven't seen the Secretary’s comments,
but somebody told me they thought he said
we need to make sure our military’s intel-
ligence services are focused on the war on
terror. And | couldn’t agree more with you.
That's exactly what we’re doing.

Australian Detainees in Guantanamo
Bay/lraq

Q. Mr. President, on the war on terror,
and in light of the Rumsfeld memo, are you
inclined now to ask Australia for more assist-
ance in Iraq? And how long do you intend
to hold the two Australians detained in Guan-
tanamo Bay without charge or trial? And
have you discussed that with the Prime Min-
ister?

President Bush. | did discuss it with the
Prime Minister. There’s a process, ongoing
process to deal with these two people that
were picked up off of a battlefield of war.
And | think one of the—somebody in the
Australian media, when they were in Amer-
ica, asked me about torture or some—it’s al-
leged allegations of torture. It’s ridiculous,
utterly ridiculous. And we will deal with them
in a—in a way that conforms to our stand-
ards.

John—the Prime Minister—I keep calling
him John; we're close friends. The Prime
Minister and | have talked about the proce-
dures, and | assured him these people will
be taken care of in a way that conforms with
our rules and regulations.

The first question was—oh, Irag. Listen,
Australia has made a tremendous contribu-
tion in lIraq. Their troops were fantastic.
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They laid it on the line, and every military
person | talked to about the contribution of
the Australians was—had high praise for the
skill and the strength and spirit of the Aussie
troops.

In my judgment, Australia has made a sig-
nificant contribution to peace and freedom,
and the people of Iraq who suffered in the
hands of a brutal tyrant are very thankful for
the contributions of the Australians.

Adam.

Australia-U.S. Relations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-
dent, you called Australia a “sheriff.” Does
that mean Australia should flex its military
might more in Asia? And Mr. Howard, how
do you see the job of a sheriff?

President Bush. Yes, Adam—can | put it
in context?

Q. Please.

President Bush. | was asked the question,
is Australia America’s deputy sheriff; that was
the question. It was a very careful, clever
question. |1 don’t think you were—I don't
think you asked it, Adam. And my answer
was, “No, we’re equal. We're equal partners
on the war on terror. We're equal partners
working for a world that’s more free.”

And today in my speech to the Parliament,
I will praise Australia’s work in this part of
the world. I'll note the fact that Australia led
in East Timor. And Australia’s—Australia is
carrying a heavy load, for which we are grate-
ful. And I appreciate you, Mr. Prime Min-
ister.

I said Mr. Prime Minister—somebody told
me that they made fun of me for calling—
or they made fun of the Prime Minister,
when they call him “the man of steel.” I'm
going to repeat the words. That’s a high com-
pliment. That means in the face of criticism,
he’s staying strong, that he does what he
think is right. And the world is better for
the leader—Ileaders like Prime Minister John
Howard.

Prime Minister Howard. You asked me,
did the President put in correct and proper
Texan—we were in Crawford. And so the
language of sheriff and deputy sort of rolls
easily off any tongue, particularly an Amer-
ican tongue.
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Look, our role in the region is—I've cat-
egorized it as that of helpem fren. That is—
for the benefit of the Americans, that is pid-
gin English used by the Pacific Islanders. It
means helping a friend. And | see Australia’s
role in the region as helping friends. And
that’s what we're doing in the Solomons. It's
what we did in East Timor. It's what we may
have to do again in other parts of that region.
But when necessity arises, we help people.
We don't see ourselves as having any kind
of enforcement role, but we’re always good
to our allies, particularly the United States,
to defend values that are important to both
our societies.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. at the
Australian Parliament House. In his remarks, he
referred to Nurjaman Riduan Isamuddin (known
as Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief operational planner
in Southeast Asia; and former President Saddam
Hussein of Irag. A reporter referred to Secretary
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Australian
Parliament in Canberra

October 23, 2003

President Bush. Governor-General Mi-
chael Jeffery, Prime Minister John Howard,
Speaker of the House, Leader of the Senate,
Leader of the Opposition Simon Crean, dis-
tinguished Members of the House and the
Senate, Premiers, members of the diplomatic
corps, ladies and gentlemen: Laura and | are
honored to be in the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. 1 want to thank the Prime Minister
for his invitation. 1 want to thank the Mem-
bers and Senators for convening this session
of the Parliament. | want to thank the people
of Australia for a gracious welcome.

Five months ago, your Prime Minister was
a distinguished visitor of ours in Crawford,
Texas, at our ranch. You might remember
that I called him a “man of steel.” [Laughter]
That's Texan for “fair dinkum.” [Laughter]
Prime Minister John Howard is a leader of
exceptional courage who exemplifies the fin-
est qualities of one of the world’s great de-
mocracies. I'm proud to call him friend.
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Americans know Australia as a land of
independent and enterprising and good-
hearted people. We see something familiar
here, something we like. Australians are fair-
minded and tolerant and easygoing. Yet in
times of trouble and danger, Australians are
the first to step forward, to accept the hard
duties, and to fight bravely until the fighting
is done.

In a hundred years of experience, Amer-
ican soldiers have come to know the courage
and good fellowship of the “diggers” at their
side. We fought together in the Battle of
Hamel, together in the Coral Sea, together
in New Guinea, on the Korean Peninsula,
in Vietnam. And in the war on terror, once
again we're at each other’s side.

In this war, the Australia and American
people have witnessed the methods of the
enemy. We saw the scope of their hatred on
September the 11, 2001. We saw the depth
of their cruelty on October the 12, 2002. We
saw destruction and grief, and we saw our
duty. As free nations in peril, we must fight
this enemy with all our strength.

No country can live peacefully in a world
that the terrorists would make for us. And
no people are immune from the sudden vio-
lence that can come to an office building or
an airplane or a nightclub or a city bus. Your
nation and mine have known the shock and
felt the sorrow and laid the dead to rest. And
we refuse to live our lives at the mercy of
murderers.

The nature of the terrorist threat defines
the strategy we are using to fight it. These
committed killers will not be stopped by ne-
gotiations. They will not respond to reason.
The terrorists cannot be appeased. They
must be found. They must be fought, and
they must be defeated.

The terrorists hide and strike within free
societies, so we're draining their funds, dis-
rupting their plans, finding their leaders. The
skilled work of Thai and Indonesia and other
authorities in capturing the terrorist
Hambali—suspected of planning the mur-
ders in Bali and other attacks—was a model
of the determined campaign we are waging.

The terrorists seek safe harbor to plot and
to train, so we’re holding the allies of terror
to account. America, Australia, and other na-
tions acted in Afghanistan to destroy the



